as that of a provider of information who should look forward to how the new technologies could best be used in training and education, and also outlined how full acceptapce of the video medium as an educational tool was rapidly approaching.
Professor Roger Greenhalgh described the particular role of this series in the education of surgeons and physicians in techniques which they might not be able to experience at first hand. This was particularly appropriate in the teaching of surgical techniques where it was practically impossible for a student surgeon to gain a proper appreciation of the methods employed in an operation by observing in the theatre, where the view was not only restricted by the surgical team but also by the presence of other students. The techniques used in the production of these films, with pictures taken through operating microscopes and from overhead cranes, allowed an unparalleled view of the wound and the surgeon's procedures and, in fact, frequently whilst looking at these films, Professor Greenhalgh felt the camera seemed to have a better view of the operation than the surgeon himself. In emphasizing the educational nature of the films he described how in a number of them there was a discussion which examined the operating methods of the surgeon involved, and also the other techniques available.
The Video Library is under the direction of an Editorial Board whose chairman is Sir John Stallworthy, Emeritus Nuffield Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology at Oxford University, and whose editor-in-chief is Roger Greenhalgh, Professor of Surgery at Charing Cross Hospital. Jessie was a very active member of the Section, present at most meetings. She tended to be a quiet observer but no interesting point escaped her attention. Her remarks were astute, prompted by thorough knowledge of her subject. What she said was so wisely worded that all loose ends were gathered together to fit into the context of the theme. Jessie's warm, friendly attitude was extended to all members. Her frankness and generally modest manner were appreciated by all. She was witty but never wounding. Her papers expressed the joy she so obviously felt whilst researching and writing. In 1966 she gave to the Section of the History of Medicine a paper on that quite extraordinary story of 'Frank Buckland and Rare Ben Jonson', which was published in Proceedings the following year (60, (296) (297) (298) .
Jessie had a great historical sense and unusually widely based general knowledge. She saw anatomical and surgical history in the context of general history and culture and as part of the dynamic process of thinking, forever developing and pointing forwards. It was this concept which made her papers, books and lectures so irresistible, alive and rich.
Whatever subject Jessie explored, it was characterized by her great thoroughness, love and eagerness. Like John Hunter, she never lost the capacity to wonder. These characteristics gave her books, papers and lectures that vibrant and illuminating quality we so treasured and which was unique. As one of her colleagues so rightly said: 'She is irreplaceable'.
EDIT DANOS
